CONSTANCE KENT'S CONSCIENCE
the murder. She did not miss the blanket from the cot until
it was brought in with the dead body. William Nutt described
in greater detail the finding of the body in the closet. In cross-
examination, he said mat he had "predicted" they would find
a dead child, though they were only told to look for a stolen
one. Emma Moody said she was a schoolmate of the accused
at Beckington, about a mile from Road. Had heard her say
she disliked the child and pinched it; she said she liked to
tease the younger children. Witness understood she was
jealous of them, because the parents shewed great partiality.
"Won't it be nice to go home for the holidays so soon?"
witness had asked her; she replied, "It may be, to your
home; but mine's different," adding that the second family
were much better treated than the first, "Mamma will not
let me have anything I like; if I said I should like a brown
dress, she would let me have a black: just for contrary."
Cross-examined, the prisoner had been a boarder for the
last half-year. She took the second class prize for good
conduct. Inspector Whicher had called upon witness re-
garding the case; she was very surprised to see him. Mr.
Parsons, Beckington, gave further particulars of the post-
mortem examination. The throat was cut from ear to ear,
dividing it all down to the spine. There was a stab on the left
side, cutting through the cartilage of two ribs. The mouth
had a blackened appearance and the tongue protruded
between the teeth: "I think this was produced by forcible
pressure during life." There were two slight incisions on the
right * hand, which appeared to have been made after death.
When he saw the body at 8.30 a.m. rigidity was complete; he
judged it had been dead at least five hours. The injuries were
inflicted with a long, pointed knife. In presence of Super-
intendent Foley he had examined the linen in the accused's
bedroom. The nightcap and nightgown on the bed were
free from blood-stains. The nightdress was very clean;
he could not say how long it had been worn. Cross-examined,
it might have been worn for a week. The deceased was
an exceptionally heavy child for his age. It would require
great force to inflict the stab through his clothing. He saw
a clean nightdress in the prisoner's drawer. Louisa Hatherall
1 At the inquest he said the left.
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